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Du film Youth :  Just (after song of songs) 

 

Post-scriptum :

David Lang just (after song of songs) (2014)

Composer note :
 just (after song of songs) is a setting of a text I made by finding certain things in the Song of Songs. The original text is of course the most

passionate and erotic of the ancient Jewish books, and it is always strange to encounter it in the Bible. In 2008 I wrote a choral piece called for

love is strong, in which I made a similar text from the Song of Songs, trying to use the words to see through the relationship between the man and

the woman in the story to the relationship between Man and God. According to Jewish tradition the Song of Songs is a metaphor for our passion

for the Eternal, so the words themselves become very important.

One thing that has always interested me about the text is that the man and the woman in the Song of Songs have attributes, they notice things

about each other, they own things, they have features that are desirable. In a love between people this would be no surprise. In a love between

Man and God, however, that might mean that in this text are clues to the nature of God's own attributes, and a record of how they might attract us.

For my text I listed everything personal or owned that is attributed to the man and to the woman. To clarify who is speaking I started every phrase

of his with "just your" and every phrase of hers with "and my." It is interesting that in a text about a love that is shared there are only seven

instances of "our."
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